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So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the Senate bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WHITFIELD). Pursuant to clause 8, rule
XX, the Chair will postpone further
proceedings today on certain motions
to suspend the rules on which a re-
corded vote or the yeas and nays are
ordered, or on which the vote is ob-
jected to under clause 6, rule XX.

Record votes may be taken in two
groups, the first occurring after debate
has concluded on House Concurrent
Resolution 312, and the second fol-
lowing the remainder of legislative
business today.

f

EXPRESSING SENSE OF HOUSE
THAT SCHEDULED TAX RELIEF
SHOULD NOT BE SUSPENDED OR
REPEALED

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 312) ex-
pressing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that the scheduled tax re-
lief provided for by the Economic
Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation
Act of 2001 passed by a bipartisan ma-
jority in Congress should not be sus-
pended or repealed.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. CON. RES. 312

Whereas on June 7, 2001, President Bush
signed into law the Economic Growth and
Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001, which
provides millions of taxpayers with the larg-
est tax relief since 1981;

Whereas all Americans who pay Federal in-
come taxes will benefit from the Act, which
includes across-the-board income tax reduc-
tions, reduction of the marriage penalty,
elimination of the death tax, tax rebate
checks, doubling of the per-child tax credit,
increasing tax-free contributions to Indi-
vidual Retirement Accounts and a broad
range of other beneficial provisions;

Whereas the Act was passed by a bipar-
tisan majority in Congress of 211 House Re-
publicans, 28 House Democrats, 1 House Inde-
pendent, 46 Senate Republicans and 12 Sen-
ate Democrats, making the Act an impor-
tant bipartisan achievement; and

Whereas several Members of Congress have
recently called for repealing or delaying tax
relief provisions of the Economic Growth and
Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That it is the sense of the
House of Representatives that—

(1) the scheduled tax relief provided for by
the Economic Growth and Tax Relief Rec-
onciliation Act of 2001, passed by a bipar-

tisan majority in Congress, should not be
suspended or repealed;

(2) suspending, repealing or delaying provi-
sions of the Economic Growth and Tax Relief
Reconciliation Act of 2001 is a tax increase;

(3) increasing taxes in the midst of a reces-
sion would not be helpful to the Nation’s
economy or American workers; and

(4) instead of increasing taxes, Congress
should be working with the President to pro-
mote long-term economic growth through a
fair tax code that puts the least possible bur-
den on taxpayers.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. WELLER) and the gentleman
from New York (Mr. RANGEL) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. WELLER).

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, today our House of Rep-
resentatives has the opportunity to
speak very clearly on whether or not
we should continue to lower taxes for
American workers or to raise taxes on
American workers.

The war on terrorism, homeland se-
curity, and economic recession has
caused a fiscal deficit in our budget.
Some are now calling for repeal of the
Economic Growth and Tax Relief Rec-
onciliation Act, something commonly
know as the Bush tax cut, and they
argue that higher taxes will give Wash-
ington more money to spend here in
Washington. So today before us we
have a choice: higher taxes or getting
the economy moving again.

Let us remember at the beginning of
last year: when President Bush became
President, he inherited a weakening
economy. The President proposed tak-
ing 20 percent of the budget surplus re-
sulting from our Congress’ fiscal re-
sponsibility and giving it back to the
American worker so they could spend
it at home for their own families.

We passed the President’s tax cut in
June, it was signed into law, and the
President succeeded in lowering rates
for small business and entrepreneurs,
the engines of economic growth. We
wiped out the marriage tax penalty, we
wiped out the death tax, we increased
opportunities for retirement savings,
and we doubled the child tax credit.
And our tax cut was working. Econo-
mists were telling us in late August
and by Labor Day that the economy
was beginning to recover.

Then the tragedy of September 11 oc-
curred, a terrorist attack that cost
thousands of Americans their lives and
caused a psychological blow to the con-
fidence of business investors as well as
consumers. Today we have seen as a re-
sult of that terrorist attack on our
economy that over 1 million Americans
have lost their jobs.

Mr. Speaker, today we are at war
against terrorism, we are building our
homeland security, and we are in an
economic recession. We must get this
economy moving again. We must cre-
ate jobs for those who lack work.

Today, no real-world economists
have called for a tax increase in time
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